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THE DIVORCE LAWS OF INDIANA.
Ax suterprising correspondent of a Westarn
paper has done & signal service to soviety by
raking up and publishing the law of Indiana
under the operation of whioch so much soan-
dal has arisen in domestic life throughont
the country. The law in question was passed
a8 long ago as May, 1852, and bears the titls
of “An Aol regulating the granting of di-
voroes, nullification of marriages, and de-
oreed and orders of court incident theroto."
Many of ita provisions are as feir and wise as
could be desired, in view of the fact that
modern einilization demands that, for certain
oauses, it is both proper and desirable that
fbo marringe relation should be terminated
before desth. But in other respeots the
law is of the loosest charncter conoeivabla,
and it is not a matter of surprise that incom-
patiblo ladies like Mrs. Molarland-Richard-
son should eagerly embrace the opportunity
which its loosenesa offers for shaking off the
yoke of matrimony.

The first provision affecting the granting of
a divoroe exhibits the oharaoteristio loosgness
of the wholé' set, althoagh it was only by a
dizeot violation of its loiter as well as spirit
that the Rev, O. B, Frothingham was ena-
bled, in the famous death-bed scens at the
Aitor House, to render thanks for what Rich-
ardson snd Mrs, MoFarland wore yet to be
$0 sach other, in addition to what they had
+been to each other in the past. Tha section
"““Yoqhires that any person who files a potition
for a divorce shall have been at the time ‘a
| dona flde resident of the State ons yenr
‘Previous” to such filing. This s’ well
enough, except, perhaps, with respeot to the
)| of the period of residence required;
but if it were enforced in all cases, a vast
number of ineompatible cguples weuld still
be Isboring under the depresssion of their in.
ocompatibility, Another requirement prelimi.
nary to the filing of the petition is that the
[ petitionershall b *'a vesident of the gonnty”
im which the petition is filed atthe tims of
w Nothing, however, is paid about a
dona fide residence in such county, and the
door therefore stands wide open for all the
incompatibility which has a dona fide rosi-
dence in any part of the Btate to walk out of
it im some obspure corner where divoroes are
dispensed by a liberal-minded judge, in the
midatof a practioally unsetéled country. It
i, parbaps, exousable on the part of the peo-
ple of Indians that they have taken the pre-
osution €o inorewss their own facilities ever
those they offor to the outside world,

Bat we odme to the sealion which
. preficribos the causes for which a divoros may
be granted, we enocounter & still more amasing
laxity. Among them are the following: —

the rest of the world the fact that the peti-
tion is pending, “’by publication for three
sucoessive weeks in some weokly newspaper
in genaeral ciroulation; printed and published
in such county; or, if there ba no snch paper,
then in the one printed and published in the
State nearest the connty seat of such county.”
In view of tho utter absurdity of this provi-
sion, as a measure of protection to husbands
and wives who are yoked to incompatible
partners, and the case ='th which the require-

aent of & bona fide revidence oan be evaded,

it In & matter formnrprise that the Inw doss not
provide directly and openly for the proocure-
ment of divorces ‘‘without publicity.”

It is unnecessary to examine the law in
detail at any greater longth, the provisions
which we have quoted being sufficient to in-
dicate the extremely satisfactory facilities
whioh it offers to both men and women who
are laboring under an incompatibility. The
saving clause at the end, which provides that
*‘whenever a petition for divores remains un-
defended, it ahall be the duty of the prosecu.-
ting attorney to appear and resist such peti-
tion," is merely ornamental and decaptive, in
view of what precedes it; and another clause
which provides that ‘‘a divoree decreed in ény
other Btate by a court having jurisdioction
thereof, shall have full effect in this State,”
is as little as the Indianw logislators ocould in
deoency do by way of establishing a proper
degree of comity in the business. If the di-
vorce law of Indisna were an excsptional one
in this country, it would be a forfunale
thing for society. But it is merely an exem-
plary case, snd in nearly avery State in the
Union the remedy fer incompatibility is' ad
practicable and as freely indalged in a4 in
Indiana, There is but ons way of escape
from this abuss open, aud that is by an
amendment to the Oonstitution of the United
States taking forever out of the hands of the
Blates the authority to regulate all the family
relations, Under tho operation of such a
provision, Oongress oould pass a wise and
comprehensive lsw which would not only
put &8 end to the disgracefnl teafio in
divorves, but ensure that uniformity in the

1 married relation which is almost as desirable

as o slendar measure of stability. To look o
the separate States for such voluntary legisla-
tion as the safety of society imperatively de-
mands is as vain as to look to the same souros
for uniform ‘sction on the rate of interest,
the 'rightd of married women, and the
amoubt of property sxempt from seizure for
debt.

Beviron Hassey yesterdsy iantrodunoed in
the National Benate a bill to amend the pos-
tal lawn, whish provides that letters on which

any portion of the postage has bsen paid by

committing outraged against the Emperor
and exciting disorder and violence. The faot
that he is thus singled oul as an objeot of
perssoution has endeared him more than ever
to the Red Republioans, For a short time it
seemed that- toleration was about to prove
fatal to his notoriety. While he was printing
with safety all the attacks be chose to make
upor the Government, and simultansously
denouncing the Empire in the Legislative
Chamber, he was losing inflnemoe 8o
rapidly that he -'vas in a fair way
to be despised as a demagogue
oeven by those who now worship him as a
hero, But toleration soems impoasible to the
imperions Bonapartes, even where it is their
true polioy, and a hot-blooded prince of the
blood gave renewed ascendancy to Rochefort
by killing one of his warmest personal
friends., “Whis has been followed by such em.
bittered sssaults on the Emperor that Napo-
leon bas fallon back upon his original policy
of repression, and, with the oconsent of the
Chambers, he proposes to instigats logal pro-
ceedings against his relentless enemy, This
resort is, under the ciroumstances, a humili-
ating oonfession of defeat. It proves that
Rochefort is deemed dangerous even by those
who are entrenched in power, and that the
ilities of a new Heign of Terror still

oom up before tho present rulers of Franoce.

Aodbzpmva to the Shanghae News Letier,
Prince Kung, in bidding farewell to Sir
Rutherford Alovck, the late British represen-
lative to the Court of Pekin, said to him,
“*Now you are going homs, I wish you would
take away with' you your opium and mis.
sionaries.” It is evident that Prince Kung
basa low idea of the value of missionaries as
products of Waestera civilization, and that the
English polioy towards China should eause
their introduction into the Flowery Empire
along with opinm is, in his mind, an aggra-
vation of the original injury. It is oertainly
to be feared that the missionaries have not
always tompered their zeal with such discre-
tion a8 would be ocalculated to impress the
Chiness in the highest manner with the graces
of their réligion, and there is too much disposi-
sion to deal with the people as more ignotant
savagen,who must be kicked into Christianity
when they cannot be persuadod. The' mis.
sionarios have beon among the last to recog-
nize the true elemont of greatness in the
civilisation of China, or to understand that
their religion is something more than an un-
meaning idolatry, and with all due respect
for the earnest men who have been laboring
to Ohristianize Chins. Princs Kung's pou-
pling of missionarias with epiam, as evils of
the fimt magnitude for which Chins is in-
debted to England, will raise a smile of gym-
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